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29 April 1942: The second class of African-American pilots graduated from flying 

training at Tuskegee Army Air Field.  (99
th
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was the second black commander of the unit.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron lineage and honors 

history; 99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 1941-17 Oct 1943)      

 

27 August 1942: The War Department organized the Advisory Committee on Negro 

Troop Policies, with Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy as chairman.  (Ulysses 

Lee, The Employment of Negro Troops [Washington, DC: Office of the Chief of Military 

History, United States Army, 1966], p. 157) 

 

6 September 1942: The sixth class of African-American pilots graduated from flying 

training at Tuskegee Army Air Field.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 1941-Oct 1943)   

 

12 September 1942: Lt. Faythe A. McGinnis crashed on a routine flight and became 

the first casualty of the 99
th
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10 November 1942: The eighth class of African-American pilots graduated from 

flying training at Tuskegee Army Air Field.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 1941-Oct 

1943)   

 

12 November 1942: 1
st
 Lt. Charles W. Walker became the first black officer 

assigned to the 332d Fighter Group.  He was a chaplain.  (332d Fighter Group History, Oct 

1942-1947)   

 

17 November 1942:  Lt. Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. addressed the assembled 99
th

 

Fighter Squadron (99 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 1941-17 Oct 1943) 

 

23 November 1942:  The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron paraded for the first time (99
th

 

Fighter Squadron history, Mar 1941-17 Oct 1943)   

 

December 1942:  Lt. Col. Noel F. Parrish, who had served as Director of Training at 

the Tuskegee Advanced Flying School, became commanding officer of the school, replacing 

Col. Frederick Kimble.  Parrish allowed more desegregation of the facilities on the field 

than his predecessors.  (Tuskegee Army Flying School Yearbook, AFHRA call number 

289.28-100, and Jakeman)   

 

13 December 1942: The ninth class of African-American pilots graduated from 

flying training at Tuskegee Army Air Field. (Homan and Reilly, Black Knights)   

  

22 December 1942-13 January 1943:  The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron deployed at Dale 

Mabry Field in Tallahassee, Florida, for maneuvers.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 

1941-Oct 1943)  
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15 March 1943:  The 332
nd

 Fighter Control Squadron (Colored) was disbanded at 

Tuskegee Army Air Field.  (organization record card).  On the same day, the 403
rd

 Fighter 

Squadron was activated at Selfridge Field, Michigan, as an operational training unit under 

I Fighter Command, to prepare the way for the movement of the 332d Fighter Group  from 

Tuskegee Army Air Field to Selfridge.  (Maurer, Combat Squadrons, pp. 493-494)    

 

24 March 1943: Lt. Earl E. King became the third casualty of the 99
th

 Fighter 

Squadron (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 1941-17 Oct 1943)   

 

26 March 1943: The 332d Fighter Group and its 100
th

, 301
st
, and 302d Fighter 

Squadrons departed Tuskegee Army Air Base for another field.  (332d Fighter Group 

History, Oct 1942-1947)   

 

29 March 1943: The 332d Fighter Group completed its move from Tuskegee Army 

Air Field in Alabama to Selfridge Field in Michigan (Maurer, Air Force Combat Units of 

World War II). 

 

2 April 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron departed Tuskegee Army Air Field, 

Alabama, for movement overseas for combat operations.  (Maurer, Combat Squadrons of 

the Air Force, World War II) 

 

4 April 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron arrived at Camp Shanks, New York, in 

preparation for deployment overseas for combat.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 

1941-17 Oct 1943).  On the same day, the 96th Service Group completed its move to 

Selfridge Field, Michigan, in order to serve with the 332d Fighter Group.  (Lineage and 

honors history of the 96
th

 Logistics Group).     
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25 April 1943:  The 320
th

 College Training Detachment (Aircrew) was activated at 

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama.  (organization record card)   

 

29 April 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron moved to Oued N’ja, French Morocco.  

There it engaged in maneuvers and prepared for combat.  (Maurer, Combat Squadrons of 

the Air Force, World War II)      

 

4 May 1943: The 403
rd

 Fighter Squadron moved from Selfridge Field, Michigan, to 

Oscoda Army Air Field, Michigan.  
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2 June 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron flew its first combat mission, flying P-40 

aircraft on patrol over the Mediterranean Sea while attached to the 33d Fighter Group.  

(99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar-Oct 1943)          

 

2-9 June 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron flew an average of two missions daily for 

the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron during the campaign against Pantelleria Island, which ended on 

11 June.  Some of the missions targeted enemy gun sites on the island, and some escorted 

A-20 and B-25 aircraft on raids against enemy targets there.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron 

history, Mar-Oct 1943)   

 

7 June 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron moved to Fardjouna, Tunisia, from which 

base it took part with other units in air raids on the island of Pantelleria. (Maurer, Combat 

Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II)    

 

9 June 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron encountered enemy aircraft for the first 

time during a mission on which it escorted 12 A-20s over Pantelleria Island.  Four of the P-

40s of the squadron intercepted four Me-109 German fighters and the enemy fled.  P-40s of 

another squadron escorted the A-20s home.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar-Oct 1943)   

 

10 June 1943: The 96th Service Group moved from Selfridge Field to Oscoda Field, 

Michigan, to which the 332d Fighter Group had moved in April.  (96
th

 Service Group 

organization record card)    

 

11 June 1943:  The surrender of enemy forces on Pantelleria paved the way for the 

Allied invasion of Sicily. (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar 1941-17 Oct 1943)          

 

15 June 1943:  The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron flew four missions in one day, to cover 

Allied shipping.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Mar-Oct 1943)   

 

18 June 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron encountered enemy aircraft for the second 

time, and 1
st
 Lieutenant Lee Rayford’s P-40 was hit several times.  (99

th
 Fighter Squadron 

history, Mar 1941-Oct 1943)   

 

c. 29 June 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron was attached to the 324
th

 Fighter 

Group, under the command of Col. William K. McNown, and began flying escort missions 

between Tunisia and Sicily. (Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II)        

 

June 1943: During this month, King George VI 











 

16 
 

the Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air Force and Lieutenant General Carl Spaatz, 

commander of the Twelfth Air Force, was presented to the War Department’s Advisory 

Committee on Negro Troop Policies.  (Ulysses Lee, The Employment of Negro Troops 

[Washington, DC: Office of the Chief of Military History, United States Army, 1966], p. 

458)  The report recommended a reduced combat role for the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron, based 

on a perception of poor performance.   

 

16 October 1943: Colonel Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., met with members of the War 

Department’s Advisory Committee on Negro Troop Policies and answered questions about 

the combat performance of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron he had led.  Colonel Davis defended 

the unit’s record, and recommended that it be allowed to remain in combat.  On that same 

day, the War Department detached the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron from Colonel Willliam 

Momyer’s 33d Fighter Group and attached it instead to the 79
th

 Fighter Group, under the 

command of Col. Earl E. Bates, Jr.   As the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron served with the 79
th

 

Fighter Group, perceptions of its combat performance improved.  (Ulysses Lee, The 

Employment of Negro Troops [Washington, DC: Office of the Chief of Military History, 

United States Army, 1966], p. 459; Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War 

II and the lineage and honors history of the group)      

 

17 October 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron moved to Foggia, Italy.  (Maurer, 

Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II).  From that base it provided close air 

support for Allied ground troops and attacked surface targets such as ammunition dumps 

and enemy shipping.  

 

1 November 1943: Fifty P-38s landed at Sal Solo Field in Italy, where mechanics of 

the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron serviced them.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Nov 1943-Jan 

1944).  Back in the United States, the 553
rd

 Fighter Squadron was activated at Selfridge 

Field, Michigan, to train replacement pilots for the 332
nd

 Fighter Group, which was 

preparing to move from Selfridge to a combat theater overseas.  (organization record card)     

 

5 November 1943: Lieutenants William A. Campbell, Span Watson, and Herbert V. 

Clark of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron departed for the United States after having served their 

combat time overseas.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Nov 1943-Jan 1944)   

 

7 November 1943:  Major General John K. Cannon, now commander of the XII Air 

Support Command, visited the 79
th

 Fighter Group and presented Air Medals to members 

of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron who were attached to the group.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron 

history, Nov 1943-Jan 1944)       

 

15 November 1943:  The AAF Pilot School (Basic-Advanced) at Tuskegee Army Air 

Field was assigned to the 28
th

 Flying Training Wing, headquartered in Selma, Alabama.  

(organization record cards at AFHRA)   

 

16 November 1943: The 553
rd

 Fighter Squadron moved from Selfridge Field, 

Michigan, to Ocoda Army Air Field, Michigan.  (organization record card)   
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22 November 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron moved to Madna, Italy.  (Maurer, 

Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II)   

 

29 November 1943:  After several days of not flying missions, the 99
th

 Fighter 

Squadron flew five this day.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Nov 1943-Jan 1944).   

 

30-31 November 1943: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron took part with the 79
th

 Fighter 
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this day, Hall earned the Distinguished Flying Cross.  In two days, 27-28 January 1944, the 

Tuskegee Airmen shot down a total of 13 enemy airplanes over Anzio, Italy.  (Twelfth Air 

Force General Orders 64 and 122, dated 22 May 1944 and 7 Aug 1944, respectively; 99
th

 

Fighter Squadron history, Nov 1943-Jan 1944).  On the same day, the 96
th

 Service Group 

arrived in North Africa.  (Organization record card).  On the same date, a multi-ship 

convoy carrying the 332d Fighter Group and the 100
th

, 301
st
, and 302

nd
 Fighter Squadrons 

arrived in North Africa on the way to Italy.  (organization record cards of the four 

organizations.     

 

1-3 February 1944: Ships carrying the 332d Fighter Group and its three squadrons, 

the 100
th

, 301
st
, and 302

nd
 arrived at the mainland of Italy after stopping briefly in North 

Africa and Sicily on the way, after having crossed the Atlantic Ocean from Virginia.  The 

organizations debarked at Bari, Taranto, and Naples, Italy.  During the same week, the 

96th Air Service Group debarked at Bari, Italy.  (332d Fighter Group history, Oct 1942-

1947; Craig Huntly; organization record cards of the four organizations, and their lineage 

and honors history folders)         

 

1 February 1944: The 821
st
 Bombardment Squadron was activated as a B-25 

training unit at Selfridge Field, Michigan, where the 477
th

 Bombardment Group had been 

activated as a B-25 group for black crews the previous month.  (organization record card)     

 

2 February 1944: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron dive-bombed a key bridge in the Anzio 

area to prevent escape of the enemy.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Feb-Apr 1944)   

 

3 February 1944: The 332d Fighter Group’s 100
th

 Fighter Squadron arrived at 

Montecorvino, Italy, the group’s first overseas base of operations (Maurer, Air Force 

Combat Units of World War II; Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II).   

 

5 February 1944: The 332d Fighter Group’s 100
th

 Fighter Squadron began flying P-

39s in Italy, but not yet on combat missions.  (332d Fighter Group History, Oct 1942-1947; 

Maurer, Air Force Combat Units of World War II; Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air 

Force, World War II).  The group flew with the 62d Fighter Wing.  At the same time, Lt. 

Elwood T. Driver, flying a P-40 for the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron (not yet assigned to the 332d 

Fighter Group), shot down 1 FW-190.  (Twelfth Air Force General Order 66 dated 24 May 

1944)       

 

7 February 1944: 3 Tuskegee Airmen of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron, flying P-40s, 

shot down 3 FW-190s.  The victors included 1
st
 Lt Clinton B. Mills and 2d Lts Wilson V. 

Eagleson and Leonard M. Jackson.  All of the downed enemy airplanes were FW-190s. 

(Twelfth Air Force General Orders 66 and 122, dated 24 May 1944 and 7 Aug 1944, 

respectively).  On that same day, the 302d Fighter Squadron arrived at Montecorvino, 

where the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron was already stationed.  (Maurer, Combat Squadrons of 

the Air Force, World War II; 332d Fighter Group history, Mar-Apr 1944).    

 

8 February 1944:  The 301
st
 Fighter Squadron arrived at Montecorvino, Italy, 

where the 100
th

 and 302d Fighter Squadrons were already stationed.  All three of the 332d 
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of P-39s so that the group could begin to escort heavy bombers as its primary mission.  

However, the group had to wait until June to begin flying heavy 
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organized at Walterboro Army Air Field in South Carolina, to prepare for the movement 

of the 553
rd

 Fighter Squadron from Selfridge Field, Michigan, to Walterboro.  

(organization record card)   

 

7 May 1944:  The 553
rd

 Fighter Squadron moved from Selfridge Field, Michigan, to 

Walterboro Army Air Field, South Carolina.  On the same day, the unit was disbanded.  

The 126
th

 Army Air Forces Base Unit continued active at Walterboro.  (organization 

record cards)   

 

10 May 1944: The main body of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron moved to Pignataro, 

Italy.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Jun 1944; Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air 

Force, World War II)   

 

12 May 1944: Capt. Howard L. Baugh of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron earned the 

Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroism on a mission on this date.  (Fifteenth Air Force 

General Order 4041 dated 19 Oct 1944)   

 

12-14 May 1944: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron earned its second Distinguished Unit 

Citation for missions over Cassino, Italy, an honor it shared with the 324
th

 Fighter Group 

to which it was attached.  (Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II)    

 

15 May 1944: Back in the United States, the 618
th

 Bombardment Squadron was 

activated again and assigned to the 477
th

 Bombardment Group, Medium.  (Maurer, 

Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II)    

 

21 May 1944: 1
st 

Lt. Charles W. Tate of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron earned the 

Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroic actions on this date.  (Fifteenth Air Force General 

Order 449 dated 31 Jan 1945)   

 

22 May 1944: 2d Lt. Henry Pollard Jr. of the 302d Fighter Squadron died while 

serving overseas.  (American Battle Monuments Commission).  The 332d Fighter Group 

was reassigned from the XII Fighter Command of the Twelfth Air Force to the Fifteenth 

Air Force.  (Twelfth Air Force General Order 70, dated 31 May 1944; Maurer, Air Force 

Combat Units of World War II).   The group came under the operational control of the 306
th

 

Fighter Wing, which administered the fighter groups of the Fifteenth Air Force.  The 

commander of the 306
th

 Fighter Wing at the time was Brigadier General Dean C. Strother.  

At the same time, the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron was relieved from attachment to the XII 

Tactical Air Command, although it remained assigned to the 332d Fighter Group and 

attached for operational control to the 324
th

 Fighter Group.  (Twelfth Air Force General 

Order 70 dated 31 May 1944 
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Supply and Maintenance Company, the 1901
st
 Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation, 

the 1000
th

 Signal Company Service Group, and the 1051
st
 Quartermaster Company, 

Service Group, Aviation. (Twelfth Air Force General Order 70, dated 31 May 1944).  While 

the effective date of all these organizational changes was 22 May, the order that authorized 

them was dated 31 May.   

 

24 May 1944: 1
st
 Lt. John H. Prowell of the 301

st
 Fighter Squadron was reported 

lost
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Ramitelli and the 367
th

 Service Squadron, at first at Foggia and later at Vasto and 

Falconara.  (Organization record cards of the organizations)       

 

6 June 1944: Lt. Leonard M. Jackson crash-landed on no-man’s land between 

enemy and Allied lines.  He returned the next day with two captured Germans.  (99
th

 

Fighter Squadron history, Jun 1944)   

 

7 June 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew its first mission with the Fifteenth Air 

Force.  The mission was a fighter sweep of the Ferrara-Bologna area.  2d Lt. Carroll N. 

Langston, Jr. of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron was reported lost with his P-47 near San 

Benedetti, Italy.  The cause was probable engine failure.  On the same mission, Captain Lee 

Rayford was wounded by flak. (332d Fighter Group mission report number 1; Missing Air 

Crew Report 5639; 332d Fighter Group summary history, Oct 1942-1947)  Meanwhile, the 

99
th

 Fighter Squadron, not yet flying with the 332d Fighter Group, flew four 4-ship strafing 

missions to destroy 24 motor vehicles, damage 47 others, and destroy one self-propelled 

gun, with no friendly aircraft lost.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron history, Jun 1944)           

 

8 June 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew its first heavy bomber escort mission, 

protecting B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing on a mission to Pola, I24 5cting B
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assigned to the 332d Fighter Group (99
th

 Fighter Squadron lineage and honors history; 99
th

 

Fighter Squadron history, Jun 1944; Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World 

War II).  On the same day, the 332d Fighter Group, from which the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron 

was then detached, escorted B-17 and B-24 bombers of the 5
th

 and 55
th

 Bombardment 

Wings to the Smedervo area (99
th

 Fighter Squadron lineage and honors history; 332d 

Fighter Group mission report number 4).     

 

13 June 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17 and B-24 bombers of the 5
th

 

and 49
th

 Bombardment Wings to the Munich area (332d Fighter Group mission report 

number 5).  Enemy fighters shot down one of the B-24s over northern Italy (Missing Air 

Crew Report 6097).     

 

14 June 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17 and B-24 bombers on a 

mission to the Budapest area of Hungary (332d Fighter Group narrative mission report 

number 6).  2d Lt. Roger D. Brown of the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron was reported missing, 

along with his P-47 airplane, southeast of Ramitelli Air Base, Italy.  He experienced engine 

trouble on a training flight that day (Missing Air Crew Report 6922).  Meanwhile, over in 

the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron, Lt. C. W. Allen went missing on a dive-bombing mission.  He 

returned two days later after evading the enemy for two days.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron 

history, Jun 1944)   

 

15 June 1944: the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron flew six dive-bombing missions.  (99
th
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Fighter Group, was approved.  It consisted of a gold winged diving panther on a blue disk, 

with a background of 9 stars, 4 above and 5 below the panther (99
th

 Fighter Squadron 

emblem folder).   

 

25 June 1944:  In the morning, eight P-47 pilots of the 332d Fighter Group, 

including 2d Lt. Gwynne W. Pierson of the 302d Fighter Squadron, strafed a German 

warship in the Adriatic Sea (Gulf of Venice) near Pirano not far from Trieste, then in Italy.  

They reported the ship was a German destroyer and that it was sunk. (332d Fighter Group 

mission report number 11 dated June 25, 1944; 332d Fighter Group history for June 1944).   

The ship was probably the TA-22, which had been converted into a German torpedo boat 

from the captured Italian warship Giuseppe Missori.  The 240-foot-long ship might have 

appeared to be a German destroyer.  No other German warship was reported hit by Allied 

aircraft that day, and the time and place agree.  The TA-22 
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same date, the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron transferred most of its remaining P-40 fighter 

aircraft and prepared to move to Ramitelli Air Field, home of the 332d Fighter Group, to 

which it was assigned.  (99 Fighter Squadron history, June 1944)         

 

4 July 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew its first mission in the P-51 Mustang 

aircraft, which replaced the P-47s the group had been flying.   (332d Fighter Group 

History, July 1944).  The group was assigned to escort B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing 

and B-17s of the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing, but the 332d Fighter Group and the bombers 

failed to rendezvous as planned. (332d Fighter Group mission report number 16).   

 

5 July 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted Fifteenth Air Force heavy bombers 

on their way to an enemy target (332d Fighter Group mission report number 17).    

 

6 July 1944: The first elements of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron arrived at Ramitelli 

Airfield, Italy, where the 332d Fighter Group and its other three squadrons were already 

based.  (Maurer, Combat Squadrons of the Air Force, World War II; 332d Fighter Group 

History, July 1944; War Diary of 99
th

 Fighter Squadron).  Although the 99
th

 Fighter 

Squadron had been assigned to the 332d Fighter Group since 1 May, it had flown combat 

missions while attached to other fighter groups stationed in other parts of Italy (99
th

 

Fighter Squadron lineage and honors history; 332d Fighter Group history for July 1944).  

Other squadrons of the 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 bombers of the 47
th

 

Bombardment Wing to Latisana and Tagilamento-Casarsa (332d Fighter Group mission 

report number 18).     

 

7 July 1944: The 332d Fighter Group failed to rendezvous with bombers of the 

Fifteenth Air Force, probably because the 332
nd

 Fighter group followed plan B and the 

bombers followed plan A, which took them to Blechhammer, Germany, instead of Vienna, 

Austria, with a different rendezvous time.  Apparently the 332
nd

 Fighter Group did not 

receive the Fifteenth Air Force message to go with plan A.  (332d Fighter Group mission 

report number 19 and Fifteenth Air Force mission folder for that day). 

 

8 July 1944: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron received its first P-51 Mustang aircraft, 

which was far superior to the P-40s it had flown in the past (99
th

 Fighter Squadron lineage 

and honors history; 332d Fighter Group History, July 1944; 99
th

 Fighter Squadron War 

Diary).  Other squadrons of the 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 bombers of the 304
th

 

Bombardment Wing to, over, and from Muchendorf Airdrome.  Enemy fighters were 

reported to have attached the escorted bombers.  The 332d Fighter Group mission report 

number 20 for that day noted “2 B-24s destroyed over target area.  1 B-24 seen to 

disintegrate, 2 chutes seen to open from 2
nd

 B-24.” These bomber losses are not confirmed 

by Missing Air Crew Reports.     

 

9 July 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew its first mission to Ploesti, escorting B-24s 

of the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing on a raid on important petroleum refining facilities (332d 

Fighter Group mission report number 21). 

 



 

30 
 

10 July 1944: Captain Mac Ross, who had been group operations officer, was killed 

in a crash while on a local transition flight during the squadron’s conversion from P-40 to 

P-51 aircraft.  Captain Alfonza Davis replaced Ross as group operations officer.  (332d 

Fighter Group history for July 1944)  

 

11 July 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew its first mission over occupied France, 

escorting B-24 bombers of the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing to, over, and from Toulon (332d 

Fighter Group narrative mission report number 22).  Meanwhile, Captain Leon C. Roberts 

of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron was killed in a crash on a transition flight as his squadron was 

converting from P-40 to P-51 aircraft.  (332d Fighter Group history for July 1944)     

 

12 July 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted the B-24s of the 49
th

 Bomb Wing to 

raid the marshalling yards at Nimes in southern France and downed four enemy airplanes 

(332d Fighter Group mission report number 23; 332d Fighter Group history for July 

1944).  1
st
 Lt. Harold E. Sawyer shot down one FW-190 (the first 332d Fighter Group 

victory in the P-51 Mustang), while 1 Lt. Joseph Elsberry shot down three of them, earning 

a Distinguished Flying Cross for the achievement 
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actions on this date, 1
st
 Lts. Luther H. Smith and Laurence D. Wilkins, both of the 302

nd
 

Fighter Squadron, each earned a Distinguished Flying Cross.  (Fifteenth Air Force General 

Order 5068 dated 18 Dec 1944 and Fifteenth Air Force General Order 49 dated 3 Jan 

1945).       

 

18 July 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing 

on a raid against an airfield at Memmingen, Germany (332d Fighter Group mission report 

number 28).  Nine Tuskegee Airmen shot down 12 enemy airplanes on this mission in air 

battles over northeastern Italy and then near the target.  2d Lt. Clarence Lester shot down 

3 Me-109s, and 1
st
 Lt Jack D. Holsclaw shot down 2.  Other victors that day included Capt 

Edward L. Toppins, 1
st
 Lt Charles P. Bailey and Weldon K. Grov 598.11(d)-3( We)4(ld)-5(on)-9E 
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26 July 1944: Four Tuskegee Airmen each shot down 1 Me-109 during a mission to 

escort B-24s of the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing to Markendorf Airdrome 
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2 August 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment 

Wing to 
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Joseph Gordon.  (332d Fighter Group history for August 1944; Don Dodd and Amy 

Bartlett-Dodd, Deep South Aviation, p. 98).  Lieutenants Jefferson, Daniels, and Macon all 

became prisoners of war in Germany (Alexander Jefferson, Red Tail Captured, Red Tail 

Free).    Lt. Gordon did not survive.  (American Battle Monuments Commission).  For their 

heroic actions on this date, the following six members of the 332d Fighter Group each 

earned the Distinguished Flying Cross:  Capt. Lee Rayford (301
st
 Fighter Squadron); Capt. 

Woodrow W. Crockett (100
th

 Fighter Squadron); Capt. William T. Mattison (100
th

 Fighter 

Squadron); 1
st
 Lt. Freddie E. Hutchins (302

nd
 Fighter Squadron); 1

st
 Lt. Lawrence B. 

Jefferson (301
st
 Fighter Squadron); and 1

st
 Lt. Lowell C. Steward (100

th
 Fighter Squadron).  

(Fifteenth Air Force General Order 5068 dated 18 Dec 1944; Fifteenth Air Force General 

Order 49 dated 3 Jan 1945; Fifteenth Air Force General Order 231 dated 15 Jan 1945).          

 

13 August 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24s of the 304
th

 Bombardment 

Wing on a mission to destroy railroad bridges in the vicinity of Avignon in southern France 

(332d Fighter Group mission report number 50).   

 

14 August 1944: 2d Lt. George M. Rhodes Jr. of the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron shot 

down 1 FW-190 enemy fighter during a strafing and fighter sweep mission in the Toulon 

area (Fifteenth Air Force General Order 2831 dated 25 Aug 1944).  2d Lt. Robert O’Neil of 

the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron was last seen in a spin over the Toulon area, and Lt. Allen was 

reported to have bailed out safely over the island of Elba. (332d Fighter Group mission 

report number 51 and 332d Fighter Group history for August 1944).  O’Neil returned on 

26 August after having evaded enemy forces in France for almost two weeks.  (Escape, 

Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d Fighter Group).  The strafing mission was in 

preparation for the Allied invasion of southern France.  For their heroic actions on this 

date, the following four members of the 332
nd

 Fighter Group each earned a Distinguished 

Flying Cross: Capt. Melvin T. Jackson (302
nd

 Fighter Squadron); 1
st
 Lt. Gwynne W. 

Pierson (302
nd

 Fighter Squadron); Capt. Arnold W. Cisco (301
st
 Fighter Squadron); and 

Capt. Alton F. Ballard (301
st
 Fighter Squadr
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16 August 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24s of the 55
th

 Bomb Wing on 

a mission to bomb the Ober Raderach Chemical Works in Germany (332d Fighter Group 

mission report number 53).  P-51C pilot 1
st
 Lt. Herbert V. Clark of the 99

th
 Fighter 

Squadron was shot down by enemy antiaircraft artillery over Italy that day (Missing Air 

Crew Report 7691 and 332d Fighter Group history for August 1944).  He survived and 

returned on 4 May 1945 after evading enemy forces in Italy for more than eight months.  

(Escape, Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d Fighter Group)     

 

17 August 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 heavy bombers of the 304
th

 

Bombardment Wing to, over, and from Ploesti’s oil refineries in Rumania (332d Fighter 

Group mission report number 54).  Nine bombers were shot down, according to Missing 
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Fifteenth Air Force General Order 3538 dated 21 Sep 1944).  Fourteen enemy Me-109 

fighters were encountered in the target area.  The mission report also noted “1 B-24 seen to 

go down in flames in T/A (target area).”  There was no corresponding Missing Air Crew 

Report.     

 

24 August 1944: Three Tuskegee Airmen each shot down an enemy aircraft during 

a mission to escort B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to Pardubice Airdrome, 

Czechoslovakia (332d Fighter Group mission report number 61).  The victors included 1
st
 

Lts Charles E. McGee and William H. Thomas, who each shot down a FW-190, and 1
st
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missing in action on 22 July 1944, returned safely after having evaded enemy forces in 

Yugoslavia for more than a month.  (Escape, Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d 

Fighter Group). 

 

29 August 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bomb Wing to 

Bohumin, Privoser, and Morvaska Main (332d Fighter Group mission report number 66).  
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2 September 1944: the 332d Fighter Group conducted a strafing mission to Stalac, 

Cuprija, and Osipaonica Road in Yugoslavia  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 

71).   

 

3 September 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 bombers of the 304
th

 

Bombardment Wing to Szolnok and Szeged, Hungary (332d Fighter Group mission report 

number 72).  On the same day, Brigadier General Yantis H. Taylor replaced Brigadier 

General Dean C. Strother as commander of the 306
th

 Fighter Wing, under which had 

served the seven fighter squadrons (6 white and 1 black) of the XV Fighter Command of 

the Fifteenth Air Force.  Strother at the same time became commander of the new XV 

Fighter Command.  At the same time, the Fifteenth Air Force organized a provisional 305
th

 

Fighter Wing, which assumed management of the three P-38 groups, while the 306
th

 

Fighter Wing retained direct control of the four P-51 fighter groups, including the 332d.  

(Maurer, Air Force Combat Units of World War II; Organization record card of 305 Fighter 

Wing (P))     

 

4 September 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 bombers of the 304
th

 

Bombardment Wing again, this time to Tagliamento Casarsa and Latisana, Italy (332d 

Fighter Group mission report number 73). 

 

5 September 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment 

Wing to Budapest, Hungary, and back (332d Fighter Group mission report number 74).   

 

6 September 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment 

Wing for a second day in a row, but this time to the Oradea Main marshalling yards in 

Rumania (332d Fighter Group mission report number 75).   

 

7 September 1944: the 67
th

 AAF Base Unit was organized at Tuskegee (Tuskegee 

Weather Detachment).  (organization record card) 

 

8 September 1944: The 332d Fighter Group claimed to have destroyed 36 enemy 

airplanes on the ground at two airfields during a strafing mission to Yugoslavia.   P-51 pilot 

Lt. James A. Calhoun crashed and was killed in the target area.  (332d Fighter Group 

narrative mission report 76; Missing Air Crew Report 8261; American Battle Monuments 

Commission).  2d Lt. Alphonso Simmons, who went Missing in Action on 9 August 1944, 

returned after having evaded enemy forces in Yugoslavia for a month.  (Escape, Evasion, 

and Repatriation Reports, 332d Fighter Group).  Maj. George S. Roberts of the 332d 

Fighter Group and 1
st
 Lt. Heber C. Houston of the 99

th
 Fighter Squadron each earned a 

Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroic actions on this date.  (Fifteenth Air Force General 

Order 137 dated 8 Jan 1945; Fifteenth Air Force General Order 3484 dated 29 May 1945).         

 

10 September 1944:  Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, commander of the Mediterranean Allied 

Air Force; Maj. Gen. Nathan F. Twining, commander of the Fifteenth Air Force; Brig. 

Gen. Dean C. Strother, commander of the XV Fighter Command; and Brig. Gen. Benjamin 

O. Davis, Sr., Inspector General’s Department, attended an impressive awards ceremony 
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23 September 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th
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ground.  Enemy antiaircraft artillery fire shot down three of the 332d Fighter Group pilots, 

all of whom belonged to the 302d Fighter Squadron.  They were 1
st
 Lieutenants Walter D. 

Westmoreland, William W. Green, Jr., and Luther A. Smith, Jr.  Westmoreland was seen 

to crash in Hungary, and Smith was seen to parachute over Yugoslavia.  Lieutenant Smith 

was injured trying to abandon his burning P-51, and was captured.  Green disappeared 

over Yugoslavia.  (Missing Air Crew Reports 9085, 9086, and 9087).  One B-24 was also 

seen to crash, probably also as result of flak.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 

93).  1
st
 Lt. Milton S. Hays of the 99

th
 Fighter Squadron earned a Distinguished Flying 

Cross for his heroic actions on this day.  (Fifteenth Air Force General Order 719 dated 16 

Feb 1945).     

 

14 October 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24s of the 49
th

 Bombardment 

Wing on a raid against the Odertal Oil Refineries in Germany.  Flight Officer Rual W. Bell 

of the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron was seen to parachute out of his P-51C after engine trouble 

over Yugoslavia.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 94 and Missing Air Crew 

Report number 9140).  Bell returned on 23 October after having evaded enemy forces in 

Yugoslavia for nine days.  On 14 October 2d Lt. Andrew D. Marshall of the 301
st
 Fighter 

Squadron, who went Missing in Action on 6 October, returned after having avoided enemy 

forces in Greece for eight days.  (Escape, Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d Fighter 

Group).  1
st
 Lt. George M. Rhodes Jr. of the 100

th
 Fighter Squadron earned a Distinguished 

Flying Cross for his heroic actions on this day.  (Fifteenth Air Force General Order 49 

dated 3 Jan 1945).       

 

16 October 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment 

Wing to bomb the Brux oil refineries.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 95).   

 

17 October 1944: The 332d Fighter Group conducted two missions, one to escort B-

17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to the Blechhammer South Oil Refinery, and one to 

escort a single B-17 of the same wing to Bucharest, Rumania.  (332d Fighter Group mission 

report numbers 96 and 97).   

 

20 October 1944:  The 332d Fighter Group conducted two missions, one to escort B-

17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to raid the Brux Oil Refineries (target cover and 

withdrawal) and one air-sea rescue escort to Rimini to protect a Catalina search and rescue 

aircraft.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 98 and 99).  Captain Alfonza W. 

Davis assumed command of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron that same day.  (99
th

 Fighter 

Squadron lineage and honors history)   

 

21 October 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew its 100
th

 mission for the Fifteenth 

Air Force.  It escorted B-24s of the 304
th

 Bombardment Wing to, over, and from Gyor, 

Hungary.  On the same day, the 332d Fighter Group flew its 101
st
 mission, this one a search 

of the Venezia area.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 100 and 101).  Capt. 

Vernon V. Haywood of the 302
nd

 Fighter Squadron earned the Distinguished Flying Cross 

for his heroic actions on this day.  (Fifteenth Air Force General Order 5068 dated 18 Dec 

1944).     
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23 October 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 bombers of the 304
th

 

Bombardment Wing to Regensburg and back.  1
st
 Lieutenants Robert C. Chandler and 

Shelby F. Westbrook, both of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron, were reported missing with their 

P-51Cs.  Chandler survived a crash that day, and eventually returned.  (332d Fighter 

Group mission report number 102; Missing Air Crew Report numbers 9447 and 9448).   

Westbrook also returned, a month after he was reported Missing in Action, having evaded 

enemy forces in Yugoslavia for a month.  Flight Officer Rual W. Bell, who was reported 

Missing in Action on 14 October, returned on 23 October, after having evaded enemy 

forces in Yugoslavia for 9 days.  (Escape, Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d Fighter 

Group)    

 

25 October 1944:  1
st
 Lt. Freddie Hutchins of the 302

nd
 Fighter Squadron, who went 

Missing in Action on 6 October, returned after having evaded enemy forces in Greece for 

nineteen days.  (Escape, Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d Fighter Group)   

 

29 October 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew four missions.  One escorted B-24 

bombers of the 49
th

 Bombardment Wing to and from Regensburg.  (332d Fighter Group 

mission report number 103).  Two members of the 332d Fighter Group, Captain Alfonza 

W. Davis, who had been deputy commander of the group, in a P-51D, and 2d Lieutenant 

Fred L. Brewer, Jr. of the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron in a P-51C, were reported missing that 

day, Davis over the Gulf of Trieste and Brewer over Germany.  (Missing Air Crew Report 

numbers 9586 and 9600). Captain Edward Gleed probably replaced Captain Alfonza Davis 

as group operations officer when Davis failed to return (332d Fighter Group history for 

October 1944).  Two other 29 October 1944 mission reports each noted that the group 

escorted a P-38 for reconnaissance of the Munich area (332d Fighter Group mission report 

numbers 104 and 105).  Finally, a fourth mission report for the day noted that the 332d 

Fighter Group escorted two B-25s on a mission to Bredgrad and Glina, Yugoslavia.  (332d 

Fighter Group mission report number 106).  On the same day, Major William A. Campbell 

assumed command of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron.  (99
th

 Fighter Squadron lineage and 

honors history)   

 

1 November 1944:  The 332d Fighter Group reported flying three missions, one to 

escort 2 B-25s to Yugoslavia (duplicate of mission 106?), one to escort B-24 bombers of the 

304
th

 Bombardment Wing to Vienna, Austria, and back, and one to escort one C-47 

transport aircraft to Yugoslavia.  (332d Fighter Group mission reports numbered 107, 108, 

and 109).    

 

2 November 1944: The 302d Fighter Squadron emblem was approved.  On a disk, it 

depicted a winged running red devil with a machine gun, over a cloud.  (Unit emblem 

folder)   

 

3 November 1944: Major George S. Roberts became commander of the 332d 

Fighter Group, temporarily replacing Colonel Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., who returned to 

command the group on 24 December (Maurer, Air Force Combat Units of World War II).   
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4 November 1944:  The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17 bombers of the 5
th

 

Bombardment Wing to Regensburg, Germany.  On the same day, the 332d Fighter Group 

also flew two reconnaissance escort missions, each to escort a lone P-38, one over the Linz 

area of Austria (then part of Germany) and one over the Munich area of Germany.  (332d 

Fighter Group mission reports numbered 110, 111 and 112)  

 

5 November 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew three missions again in one day.  

One escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to and from Florisdorf, Austria 

(Germany), and two others each to escort a single P-38 reconnaissance aircraft over the 

Munich area.  (332d Fighter Group mission reports numbered 113, 114, and 115).  
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17 November 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment 

Wing back to Brux synthetic oil refinery.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 

120) 

 

18 November 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted heavy bombers raiding the 

Vicenza-Villafranca area of northern Italy.  Lt. Peoples was reported missing.   (332d 

Fighter Group mission report number 121)   

 

19 November 1944:  The 332d Fighter Group conducted a strafing mission against 

enemy railway, highway, and river traffic targets in the Gyor-Vienna-Esztergom area of 

Austria.  1
st
 Lieutenant Roger B. Gaiter of the 99

th
 Fighter Squadron was seen to bail out of 

his P-51 after it was hit by enemy antiaircraft fire (flak).  1
st
 Lieutenant Quitman Walker, 

also of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron, was also reported missing after also being hit by flak.  

Both were lost near Lake Balaton, Hungary.  For this mission, Fifteenth Air Force 

commander Major General Nathan F. Twining commended the 332d Fighter Group.  

(332d Fighter Group mission report number 122; Missing Air Crew Report numbers 9932 

and 9933).  For their heroic actions on this day, the following four members of the 332d 

Fighter Group each earned the Distinguished Flying Cross: Capt. Albert H. Manning (99
th

 

Fighter Squadron); Capt. John Daniels (99
th

 Fighter Squadron); 1
st
 Lt. William N. 

Alsbrook (99
th

 Fighter Squadron); and 1
st
 Lt. Norman W. Scales (100

th
 Fighter Squadron).  

(Fifteenth Air Force General Order 4876 dated 5 Dec 1944; Fifteenth Air Force General 

Order 5068 dated 18 Dec 1944; and Fifteenth Air Force General Order 836 dated 21 Feb 

1945).         

 

20 November 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17 bombers of the 5
th

 

Bombardment Wing to and from Blechhammer South oil refinery.  The group also 

escorted B-24s of the 55
th

 Bombardment Wing to the same target.  1
st
 Lieutenant Maceo A. 

Harris, Jr. of the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron was reported missing after his P-51C lost coolant 

over Germany.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 123 and Missing Air Crew 

Report number 9951).   

 

20 November 1944: Eugene G. Theodore of Trinidad became the last foreign cadet 

to graduate from pilot training at Tuskegee Army Air Field.  (Zellie Rainey Orr, historian, 

Atlanta Chapter, Tuskegee Airmen, Incorporated; Lynn M. Homan and Thomas Reilly, 

Black Knights: The Story of the Tuskegee Airmen (Gretna, LA: Pelican Publishing 

Company, 2006), p. 309.   

 

22 November 1944: 332d Fighter Group fighters escorted two B-25 medium 

bombers to and from Pedgrad, Yugoslavia.  (332
nd

 Fighter Group mission report number 

124)  

 

25 November 1944: The 100
th

 Fighter Squadron emblem was approved.  It depicted, 

on a disk, a winged panther on a globe.  (Unit emblem folder)   
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26 November 1944: 332d Fighter Group P-51s escorted one reconnaissance P-38 

aircraft to and from Grodenwoh and Nurnberg, Germany.  (332d Fighter Group mission 

report number 125)   

 

December 1944:  At least by the end of the week ending on 2 December 1944, the 

366
th

 Air Service Squadron at Ramitelli Airfield in Italy began issuing 110-gallon auxiliary 

fuel tanks to the 332d Fighter Group.  The 332d Fighter Group had been using smaller 75-

gallon wing tanks.  The larger fuel tanks, also attached to the wings of the P-51 airplanes, 

allowed them to fly on longer missions, such as the famous one to Berlin almost four 

months later (24 March 1944).  (38
th

 Air Service Group histories for November and 

December 1944).    

 

2 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24s of the 49
th

 and 55
th

 

Bombardment Wings on a raid to Blechhammer oil refinery (South).  Lt. Cornelius P. 

Gould, Jr. of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron was reported to have bailed safely out of his P-51B 

after experiencing engine trouble over Czechoslovakia.  (332d Fighter Group mission 

report number 126 and Missing Air Crew Report number 10045)       

 

3 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 bombers of the 49
th

 

Bombardment Wing to and from the Udine Pass area of northern Italy.  Lt. Marion R. 

Rodgers was reported to have crash-landed safely at Ramitelli Air Base, home base of the 

332d.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 127) 

 

9 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment 

Wing to Brux, Germany.  For the first time, they encountered some German Me-262 jet 

aircraft.  Lt. Rich and Lt. Brown were reported missing.  (332d Fighter Group mission 

report number 128 and 332d Fighter Group history for December 1944)     

 

11 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to escort B-24s 

of the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing to and from the Moosbierbaum oil refinery of Austria 

(Germany), and one to escort a reconnaissance aircraft to Praha, Czechoslovakia.  On the 

Moosbierbaum mission, one B-24 was seen to explode in the Vienna area.  (332d Fighter 

Group mission report numbers 129 and 130)   

 

15 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24s of the 47
th

 

Bombardment Wing to and from Innsbruck, Austria (Germany).  (332d Fighter Group 

mission report number 131) 

 

16 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to escort B-17s 

of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to and from Brux, Germany, and one to escort a single B-25 

to Mrkoplj, Yugoslavia.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 132 and 133)   

 

17 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment 

Wing and B-24s of the 49
th

 and 304
th

 Bombardment Wings on withdrawal from a raid on 

Olomouc (Olmutz), Germany.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 134)       
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28 December 1944: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24s of the 304
th

 

Bombardment Wing to and from the Kolin and Pardubice oil refineries in Czechoslovakia.  

(332d Fighter Group mission report number 146) 

 

29 December 1944: For the second day in a row, the 332d Fighter Group escorted B-

24s of the 304
th

 Bombardment Wing, this time to and from targets in Muhldorf and 

Lanshut, Germany.  At noon, 1
st
 Lt. Frederick D. Funderburg, Jr. and 2d Lt. Andrew D. 

Marshall, both of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron, were reported missing with their P-51Cs 

over the Munich area of Germany.  Lieutenants Robert J. Friend and Lewis 
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15 January 1945: After six days without missions, the 332d Fighter Group escorted 

B-24s of the 304
th

 Bombardment Wing to and from a raid on targets in Vienna, Austria 

(Germany).  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 151) 

 

18 January 1945: After two days without a mission, the 332d Fighter Group flew 

two missions, each to escort a single P-38 for reconnaissance photographs over Germany.  

One went to Stuttgart and the other went to Munich.  (332d Fighter Group mission report 

numbers 152 and 153)   

 

19 January 1945: Six P-51s of the 332d Fighter Group escorted a single P-38 to 

Praha (Prague), Czechoslovakia for reconnaissance photographs.  The P-38 suffered engine 

failure and the pilot had to bail out.  One of the six escorts landed at a field other than 

Ramitelli.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 154)       

 

20 January 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one that escorted B-17 

Flying Fortresses of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to oil storage targets at Regensburg, 

Germany, and one that escorted a single P-38 on a photographic reconnaissance mission to 

and from Praha (Prague), Czechoslovakia.  On the latter mission, the escort formation ran 

into a snowstorm and became separated.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 155 

and 156).  On the same day, the 96th Service Group was officially redesignated as the 96th 

Air Service Group. (Organization Record Card)     

 

21 January 1945: the 332d Fighter Group escorted B-17s of the 5
th
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transmission from a bomber noting a jet-propelled aircraft had made a pass at the 

bombers.  (332d Fighter Group mission reports numbered 170, 171, and 172).     

 

14 February 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to escort B-17 

Flying Fortresses of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing, and one to escort B-24 Liberators of the 
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Spitfire with British markings was seen firing on the formation.  (332d Fighter Group 

mission report number 185) 

 

20 February 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to escort a single 

P-38 aircraft on a photographic reconnaissance mission over Nurnberg, Germany, and 

another to escort B-24s of the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing to and from Vipitento and Brenner 

marshalling yards.  The second mission report for the day noted that the “fighters had to 

leave bombers because of shortage of gas”.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 

186 and 187)            

 

21 February 1945: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 Liberators of the 304
th

 

Bombardment Wing on a raid to Vienna’s central marshalling yards.  (332d Fighter Group 

mission report number 188)   

 

22 February 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group flew three missions.  The group 

escorted B-17 Flying Fortresses of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to provide target cover 

during raids on marshalling yards in southeastern Germany.  The other two missions 

escorted P-38s on photographic reconnaissance missions, one to Prague, Czechoslovakia 

and Linz, Austria (then Germany), and one to Stuttgart, Germany.  (332d Fighter Group 

mission report numbers 189, 190, and 191)   

 

23 February 1945: The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24 Liberator bombers of the 

304
th

 Bombardment Wing to Gmund West marshalling yards in Germany.  (332d Fighter 

Group mission report number 192)   

 

24 February 1945: P-51 fighter pilots of the 332d Fighter Group escorted a 

Mosquito aircraft on a photographic reconnaissance mission over the Munich area of 

southern Germany.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 193)   

 

25 February 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to strafe railroad 

traffic in southern Germany and Austria (then part of Germany), and one to escort a single 

P-38 aircraft on a photographic reconnaissance mission over the Munich area.  Three of 

the 332d Fighter Group P-51C pilots were reported missing that day.  1
st
 Lt. Alfred M. 

Gorham of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron was reported lost at 1145 hours east of Munich after 

experiencing mechanical failure.  2d Lt. Wendell W. Hockaday of the 99
th

 Fighter 

Squadron was reported missing at 1225 over Uttendorf, Austria after suffering damage 

during a strafing attack.  2d Lt. George J. Iles, also of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron, was 

reported missing at 1245 hours over Augsburg, Germany after being hit by antiaircraft 

artillery fire. (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 194 and 195 and Missing Air 

Crew Report numbers 12664, 12665, and 12670).  1
st
 Lt. Roscoe C. Brown and 1

st
 Lt. Reid 

E. Thompson, both of the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron, each earned the Distinguished Flying 

Cross for his heroism on this day.  (Fifteenth Air Force General Order 1430 dated 15 Mar 

1945 and Fifteenth Air  Force General Order 2270 dated 11 April 1945).      
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26 February 1945: P-51 fighters of the 332d Fighter Group escorted a Mosquito 

aircraft on a photographic reconnaissance mission over Munich in southern Germany.  

(332d Fighter Group mission report number 196)   

 

27 February 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group escorted B-24s of the 49
th

 

Bombardment Wing to and from the Augsburg marshalling yards in Germany.  No enemy 

aircraft were encountered, but at least one pilot saw what he believed to be a German Me-

163 in the distance.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 197)   

 

28 February 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew three missions, two of them to 

escort P-38 airplanes on two separate photographic missions over Praha (Prague), 

Czechoslovakia, and one to escort B-17 Flying Fortresses of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing 

over Verona in n
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Missing Air Crew Report Numbers 12827 and 12828)   Simmons had been reported 

Missing in Action before, in August 1944, but had returned in September of that year.  

Martin later returned after his 3 March 1945 loss, after evading enemy forces in 

Yugoslavia for more than a month.  (Escape, Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d 

Fighter Group)     
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officers’ club assigned to them.  They were told to leave and to use the other officers’ club.  

(History of Freeman Field, Indiana, 1 March-15 June 1945, AFHRA call number 283.28-6) 

 

9 March 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group flew three missions in one day.  Two of 

them escorted P-38s on photographic reconnaissance missions, one to Linz, Austria (then 

part of Germany) and one to the Munich area of Germany.  The third mission that day 

escorted B-17 Flying Fortress bombers of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to, over, and from 

the marshalling yards at Bruck, Austria.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 

212, 213, and 214).    

 

9 March 1945:  Mr. Truman K. Gibson, civilian aide to the Secretary of War (Henry 

I. Stimson) visited the 332d Fighter Group at Ramitelli Air Field, accompanied by Maj. 

Gen. James M. Bevans, deputy commander of the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces.   The 

visit reflected the War Department’s interest in the success of the group.  (332d Fighter 

Group history for March 1945)     

 

10 March 1945:  An article by Roi Ottley entitled “Dark Angels of Doom” was 

published in Liberty Magazine.  It suggested that members of the 332d Fighter Group had 

never lost a bomber in more than 100 missions, despite the fact some of the group’s 

escorted bombers were shot down by enemy aircraft the previous summer.  (Roi Ottley, 

“Dark Angels of Doom,” Liberty Magazine, 10 March 1945).   

 

12 March 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group, after not flying missions for two days, 

flew three missions, as it had on 9 March.  Two escorted P-38s on photographic 

reconnaissance missions, one to the Linz area of Austria (then part of Germany) and one to 
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seeing a German Me-262 jet in the distance.  1
st
 Lt. Harold H. Brown of the 99

th
 Fighter 

Squadron was reported lost with his P-51C at 1115 hours east of Bruck, Austria after being 

damaged during a strafing attack.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 221, 222, 

223, and 224; Missing Air Crew Report number 12996).  For their heroic actions on this 

day, the following five members of the 332d Fighter Group and its 99
th

 Fighter Squadron 

each earned a Distinguished Flying Cross:  1
st
 Lt. Shelby F. Westbrook; 1st Lt. Hannibal 

M. Cox; 2
nd

 Lt. Vincent I. Mitchell; 1
st
 Lt. Thomas P. Braswell; and 2

nd
 Lt. John W. Davis.  

(Fifteenth Air Force General Order 2362 dated 14 Apr 1945; Fifteenth Air Force General 

Order 3031 dated 5 May 1945; Fifteenth Air Force General Order 3484 dated 29 May 

1945).     

 

15 March 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to provide target 

cover for Fifteenth Air Force B-24s on raids in the area from Flotsam to Geisha, 

Yugoslavia, and one to escort B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing to Zittau, Germany.  

(332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 225 and 226)    

 

16 March 1945: Lt. William S. Price III of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron shot down an 

Me-109 during a strafing mission against railroad targets.  (Fifteenth Air Force General 

Order 1734 from 1945, and 332d Fighter Group mission report number 227).  This was the 

first day in four months that members of the 332d Fighter Group shot down enemy 

aircraft, reflecting the diminished enemy aircraft opposition during the winter.   One 332d 

Fighter Group P-51B pilot, 1
st
 Lt. Jimmie D. Wheeler of the 99

th
 Fighter Squadron, was 

lost with his P-51B at 1320 hours over Muhldorf, Germany, after he struck a tree on the 
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Munich, Germany, one to escort a C-47 transport type aircraft over Sanki Most, 

Yugoslavia, and one to escort B-24 bombers in the second wave of 304
th

 Bombardment 

Wing bombers to Kralupy oil refinery in Czechoslovakia.  On the bomber escort mission, 

Flight Officer Newman C. Golden of the 99
th

 Fighter Squadron was reported missing after 

bailing out of his mechanically troubled P-51B aircraft at 1132 hours over Wels, Austria. 

(332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 236, 237, and 238 and Missing Air Crew 

Report number 13126)   

 

21 March 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew four missions.  One escorted B-24 

bombers of the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing to an airdrome at Neuberg, Germany.  The other 

three missions escorted P-38 aircraft on photographic reconnaissance missions over Linz, 

Austria; Munich, Germ
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P-51 fighters as missing that day   The pilots included Captain Armour G. McDaniel and 

Flight Officers James T. Mitchell, Jr. and Leon W. Spears of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron 

and 2d Lieutenants Ronald Reeves and Robert C. Robinson of the 100
th

 Fighter Squadron.  

McDaniel, commander of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron, was shot down by enemy aircraft, 

and Spears might have been, as well, south of Berlin, at about 1215 hours.  Reeves and 

Robinson ran out of fuel over the Udine area of northern Italy at about 1400 hours, and 

Mitchell probably experienced mechanical failure south of Chemnitz, Germany, at 1315 

hours.  (Missing Air Crew Reports 13266, 13267, 13268, 13269, and 13270).  Enemy fighters 
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5 April 1945:  332d Fighter Group P-51 fighters escorted a P-38 on a photographic 
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8 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew three missions.  One escorted a 

Mosquito-type aircraft on a photographic reconnaissance mission over the Linz and 

Munich areas of Austria and southern Germany.  Another escorted a P-38 on a similar 

photographic reconnaissance mission over Prague, Yugoslavia.  The third mission escorted 

B-17 Flying Fortresses of three groups of the 5
th
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admission for the two officers’ clubs at Freeman Field.  The black officers were arrested 

and later, on 13 April, sent to Godman Field under arrest.  (Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., 

Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., American [Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1991], 

pp. 142-143; Alan L. Gropman, The Air Force Integrates [Washington, DC: Office of Air 

Force History, 1985], pp. 22-25; Ms. Zellie Rainey Orr)   

 

11 April 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions again.  One escorted B-24 

Liberators of the 304
th

 Bombardment Group to the Ponte Gardena railroad bridge in 

northern Italy.  The mission report noted that the bombers were strung out, making them 

difficult to cover.  The second mission of the day escorted a P-38 on a photographic 

reconnaissance mission over Munich, Germany.  (332d Fighter Group mission report 

numbers 272 and 273)   

 

12 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew four missions in one day.  Two of them 

escorted photographic reconnaissance aircraft, one over Linz, Austria (then part of 

Germany) and one over Munich, Germany.  The other two missions escorted B-24 

Liberator bombers, one for the 47
th

 Bombardment Wing on a raid against the Casarsa 

Diversion railroad bridge of northern Italy, and one for the 49
th
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from Muhldorf, Germany after being hit by enemy antiaircraft artillery fire, and Gant was 

reported missing at 1600 hours about 12 miles east of Pescara, Italy after running low on 

fuel.  For his leadership of this outstanding railroad strafing mission, in which the 332d 

Fighter Group destroyed or damaged 35 locomotives, 8 oil cars, 44 other units of rolling 

stock, 4 barges, 4 motor transports on a flat car, and one aircraft in the air, Colonel 

Benjamin O. Davis earned the only Silver Star awarded to any member of the 332d Fighter 

Group.  (Fifteenth Air Force General Order 3496 dated 31 May 1945; 332d Fighter Group 

mission report numbers 280, 281, and 282; Missing Air Crew Report numbers 13798 and 

13813; and Fifteenth Air Force General Order 3484 issued in 1945).  For their heroic 

actions on this day, Capt. Gordon M. Rapier and 1
st
 Lt. Jimmy Lanham of the 301

st
 Fighter 

Squadron and Capt. William A. Campbell and 1
st
 Lt. Gentry E. Barnes of the 99

th
 Fighter 

Squadron each earned the Distinguished Flying Cross.  (Fifteenth Air Force General Order 

3324 dated 21 May 1945 and Fifteenth Air Force General Order 3484 dated 29 May 1945).     

 

16 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew five missions in one day.  The first 

escorted three C-47 transports that went to northern Yugoslavia.  Three of the missions 

escorted P-38s on photographic reconnaissance missions to the Munich and Linz areas of 

southern Germany and Austria.  The other mission escorted B-24 Liberators of the 49
th

 

and 55
th

 Bombardment Wings to the Bologna area of northern Italy.  The latter mission 

report noted that the bombers were “strung out and difficult to cover.”  (332d Fighter 

Group mission report numbers 283, 284, 285, 286, and 287)      

 

17 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to escort a P-38 on a 

photographic reconnaissance mission over the Linz area of Austria and the Munich area of 

southern Germany.  The other escorted B-17s of the 5
th

 Bombardment Wing and B-24s of 

the 304
th

 Bombardment Wing over and from Bologna, Italy.  The report noted that the B-

24s were split up by enemy antiaircraft artillery fire (flak) in the target area, and fighter 

coverage was quite difficult.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 288 and 289) 

 

18 April 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group again flew two missions.  One escorted a P-

38 on a photographic reconnaissance mission over the Brno area.  The other escorted B-24s 

of the 304
th

 Bombardment Wing (although originally assigned to escort B-17s of the 5
th

 

Bombardment Wing) over and from Bologna, Italy.  (332d Fighter Group mission report 

numbers 290 and 291)   

 

19 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew two missions, one to escort B-24 

Liberator bombers to, over, and from the Pucheim railroad yards and Wels, and one to 

escort a P-38 on a photographic reconnaissance mission over the Munich area of southern 

Germany.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 292 and 293)   

 

20 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group again flew two missions, one to escort B-24s 

of the 49
th

 and 55
th

 Bombardment Wings raiding railroad bridges in northern Italy, and 

one to escort a P-38 on a photographic reconnaissance mission over the Praha and Brno 

areas of Czechoslovakia.  On the first mission, one of the P-51 pilots was at first reported 

missing, but he eventually returned.  (332d Fighter Group mission report numbers 294 and 

295)   
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21 April 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group flew three missions in one day.  It flew a 

fighter sweep south of a line running from Augsburg to Munich to Regensburg.  Another 

mission escorted B-24 Liberators of the 49
th

 Bombardment Wing to, over, and from the 

Attang and Pucheim marshalling yards.  The third mission escorted two British bombers, 

one Halifax and one Lancaster, on a supply-dropping mission over Yugoslavia.  (332d 

Fighter Group mission report numbers 296, 297, and 298).  Flight Officer Leland H. 

Pennington of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron was reported missing with his P-51B at 1050 

hours 15 miles west of Zara off the coast of Yugoslavia.  (Missing Air Crew Report number 

14022).  1
st
 Lt. Hugh J. White of the 99

th
 Fighter Squadron was also reported missing on 21 

April.  He returned eight days later, having evaded enemy forces in Italy.  (Escape, 

Evasion, and Repatriation Reports, 332d Fighter Group)       

 

22 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group was assigned to escort a photographic 

reconnaissance aircraft over Brno, Czechoslovakia.  (332d Fighter Group mission report 

number 299)  On the same day, the group conducted an armed reconnaissance mission 

over northern Italy.  This was the 300
th

 mission the 332d Fighter Group flew for the 

Fifteenth Air Force.  (332d Fighter Group mission report number 300)   

 

23 April 1945: The 332d Fighter Group flew three missions, one to escort a P-38 on 

a reconnaissance mission over the Prague area of Czechoslovakia, one to escort another P-

38 on another reconnaissance mission over the Linz and Brno areas, and one to escort B-24 

Liberators of the 55
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18 May 1945: The War Department’s McCloy Committee published a report on the 

April 1945 Freeman Field incident, noting that Colonel Robert Selway’s 9 April 1945 order 

for separate officers’ clubs for 477
th

 Bombardment Group and other base personnel 

conflicted with U.S. Army regulations such as 210-10.   

 

29 May 1945:  Maj. William A. Campbell was awarded the first oak leaf cluster to 

his Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC), becoming the first black pilot to earn two DFCs.  

(332d Fighter Group History, Oct 1942-1947) 

 

30 May 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group held a Memorial Day ceremony to honor 

members of the organization who died during the war.  The program included a reading of 

the Gettysburg Address.  (332d Fighter Group history, May 1945)     

 

1 June 1945: The 67
th

 AAF Base Unit (Tuskegee Weather Detachment) was 

discontinued.  (organization record card)    

 

8 June 1945: In an impressive ceremony, Colonel Yantis H. Taylor, commander of 

the 306
th

 Fighter Wing, presented Colonel Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., commander of the 332d 

Fighter Group, the Silver Star for gallantry in action.  He also awarded five Distinguished 

Flying Crosses, five Air Medals, and one Bronze Star.  The troops passed in review to bid 

farewell to Colonel Davis as commander, who departed that day for the United States.  

Colonel Davis had been chosen to command the 477
th

 Composite Group at Godman Field, 

Kentucky.  In his farewell speech, Colonel Davis noted that the 332d Fighter Group had 

been a credit to itself and the Army Air Forces.  (332d Fighter Group, Jun 1945)   

 

9 June 1945: Major George S. Roberts resumed command of the 332d Fighter 

Group.  (Maurer, Air Force Combat Units of World War II) 

 

12 June 1945:  The 332d Fighter Group was relieved of its assignment to the XV 

Fighter Command (Provisional).  (332d Fighter Group history, June 1945)       

 

21 June 1945:  Colonel Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. assumed command of the 477
th

 

Bombardment Group, replacing Colonel Robert R. Selway, Jr..  At the same time, Colonel 

Davis also became temporary commander of the 387
th

 Air Service Group, which supported 

the 477
th

 Bombardment Group at Godman Field.  Davis replaced Lt. Col. David H. 

Thomas, a white officer who had been in command of the 387
th

 Air Service Group since 

July 1944. (387
th

 Air Service Group history for period April-July 1945; 387
th

 Air Service 

Group Special Order 51 dated 23 June 1945).      

 

22 June 1945: The 99
th

 Fighter Squadron moved to Godman Field, Kentucky, and 

was reassigned from the 332d Fighter Group to the 477
th

 Group, which was redesignated 
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26 June 1945:  Major Elmer D. Jones, Jr. assumed command of the 387
th

 Air 

Service Group, relieving Lt. Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., who remained commander of the 

477
th

 Bombardment Group.  (387
th

 Air Service Group history for the period April 1945-

July 1945; 387
th

 Air Service Group General Order 11 dated 26 June 1945).   

 

29 June 1945: The emblem of the 301
st
 Fighter Squadron was approved.  It 

consisted of a disk depicting a cat on a flying machine gun.  (Unit emblem folder) 

 

c. 18 July 1945: The 332d Fighter Group moved from Cattolica, Italy, to Lucera, 

Italy. (Maurer, Air Force Combat Units of World War II; 332d Fighter Group lineage and 

honors history)     

 

September 1945: The 332d Fighter Group departed Lucera, Italy, for movement to 

the United States of America.  (Maurer, Air Force Combat Units of World War II; 332d 

Fighter Group lineage and honors history)    
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World War II, but was somewhat contradictory.  On the one hand, it praised the bomber 

escort performance of the 332d Fighter Group and its leader, Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., 

and on the other hand the report negatively criticized the group for staying with the 

bombers (which was the policy of Colonel Davis) instead of racking up higher numbers of 

aerial victory credits by leaving the bombers in search of enemy airplanes to shoot down.  

It claimed that the other three P-51 groups each destroyed more than two enemy aircraft 

for each one it lost in combat, but that the 332d Fighter Group lost more aircraft in combat 

than it destroyed.  It criticized the 332d Fighter Group for not taking part in any major air 

battles, despite the fact that did indeed take part in some major air battles, during which it 

both shot down large numbers of enemy aircraft and sometimes also lost some of its 

escorted bombers to enemy aircraft.   For example, on the June 9, 1944 mission, the 332d 

Fighter Group encountered very many enemy fighters, and while it shot down five of them, 

two of the escorted bombers were shot down.  On July 18, 1944, on the Memmingen 

mission, the 332d Fighter Group encountered more than a hundred enemy fighters, and 

while it shot down 12 German airplanes that day, fifteen of the bombers it was assigned to 

escort were also shot down.  The report implies that the group had a choice between 

protecting bombers and shooting down enemy fighters, and that it chose to protect 
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15 April 1946: The 385
th

 AAF Base Unit was organized at Tuskegee Army Air Field, 

Alabama, replacing the 2143d AAF Base Unit that had served there. (385 AAF Base Unit 

organization record card).            

 

29 June 1946:  The last class of pilots (46-C) graduated at Tuskegee Army Air Field.  

(385
th

 AAF Base Unit history, Jun-Oct 1946, vol. I)    

 

30 June 1946: Tuskegee Army Air Field was placed on temporarily inactive status, 

with permanent inactivation to come, because personnel were still assigned to the base.  

(385th AAF Base Unit history, Jun-Oct 1946, vol I).   

 

20 August 1946:  Col. Noel F. Parrish was reassigned from Tuskegee Army Air 

Field, which he had commanded, to Air University at Maxwell Field, Alabama.  (385
th

 AAF 

Base Unit history, Jun-Oct 1946, vol. I). 

 

31 August 1946: Lt. Col. Donald G. McPherson assumed command of the 385
th

 AAF 

Base Unit, the only unit remaining at Tuskegee Army Air Field.  (385
th

 AAF Base Unit 

history, Jun-Oct 1946, vol. I).   

 

1 September 1946:  The training department at Tuskegee Army Air Field 

inactivated.  It had remained active after pilot training at Tuskegee ended (29 June) in 

order to provide continuation flying training of rated personnel still stationed there. (385
th

 

AAF Base Unit history, Jun-Oct 1946, vol. I).       

 

12 June 1947:  Tuskegee Army Air Field closed permanently when the 385
th

 AAF 

Base Unit, the last unit there, was discontinued.  (385

 

t h

t h

t h

th
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the Ninth Air Force.  The certificate noted that the squadron’s personnel worked under 

di



 

73 
 

 

1 July 1949: The 332d Fighter Group and its three fighter squadrons, the 99
th

, 100
th

, 
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